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ITO CIIyYUIIOCh B TE JaJIEKMe BpeMeHa, KOTOpbIE JaBHbIM-/1aB-
HO CHIeJIaTUCh AJ1s1 HaC MU(OM.

B cnanpHI0O MaJieHbKOTO KOPOJIEBCKOTO ChIHA, CKBO3b HE 3a-
KPBITOE CTAaBHEM Y3KO€ U JUTMHHOE FOTHUYECKOE OKHO C TPUYIY/-
JIMBOM YyTYHHOH peIIeTKOM, SIpKO CcBeTWJ Mecsl. Ero syuu so-
KUJIMCh Ha BCE HEXKHBIMU (pochoprueckumu nisitHamu. Tlon ux
MPUKOCHOBEHUEM PE3KO M TAMHCTBEHHO BBIJEJISIIUCh U3 MpPaKa:
TO 3aTENJIMBBIN Y30p MEPCUICKOrO KOBPA, TO BHICOKAs U MpsiMast
CIIMHKA PE3HOT0 Kpecnia, TO CepeOpHCThIA MeX pacIulacTaHHOM
Ha MOy 3BEpUHOI MIKYpPbl, TO CKJIAJKU U3MSTOrO KpykeBa, TO
nepJIaMyTpOBasi UHKPYCTAIIMsI UTPYIIEYHOrO KOTYaHa v 30J109e-
Hble KOHIIbI BBICHITIABIIIMXCS U3 HETO CTpe. ..

Houb nmminace, a cBeTioe MATHO Ha MOJY, MPUYYIIUBOE U
NpaBUIIbHOE, MepeJBUrajioch ¢ Mecta Ha Mecto. HakoHer oHO
OCBETWJIO U KOJIbIOe b TipuHIIa. OH Jiexka, pa3MeTaBIlli PyUKH,
Harom, Bech PO30BBI, C YIILIOKOW Ha My PITYPHBIX TIOTYOTKPHITHIX
ryokax. Korma jmyum mecsiiia ynasm Ha ero JIMIo, OH B3IOXHYJT BO
CHE ¥ MEPEBEPHYJICS Ha CIIMHY.

A B Kackajie JIyHHbIX JIyueil B 3TO BpeMsl KylaJich ImpeKpac-
Hble (pen BeceHHell Houu. OHU, B3SIBUINCh 32 PYKH, CILIETAINCh



B XOPOBOJI, OBICTPO KPYKUJIHUCh B HEM U OISATh PACIUIETAIINCH B
JUIMHHYIO TIOABVIKHYIO Bepenully. [Ipu cusinum Mecsitia ux tesa
Ka3aJIUCh COBCEM MPO3PAUHBIMU; UX PACITYILIEHHbIE BOJIOCHI BOJI-
HAMU TaJIaJIM Ha TJIeYd; OHU TeJIU, CMEesTUCh M, OOHSIBILU JIPYT
Jpyra, MOIBIMAIUCH U OIMYCKAJIMCh B MIOTOKAX CBETA. ..

OpHa 13 HUX 3aMeTHIIA CISIIEro MajieHbKOro rpuHia. OTcras
OT CBOMX MOJPYT, OHA MPUOIU3UIIACH K €T0 KOJIBIOEN U, OOBUB-
IIMCh BOKPYT HEro, MolesioBaja ero B mojyoTKpbIThie TyObl. OH
B3JIPOTHYJI, IPOCHYJICS, IPOTSIHYJ pyYOHKH, HO TIpeKpacHas est
ObLJ1a yKe TaJIeKO, YBJIeKaeMasi CBOMMH OeCIIEYHBIMU TTOAPYTraMu
B BECeJIbld XOPOBO/I.

[Mpunit poc. Ctapblii KOPOJb, IJIsA/s HA HETO, COKPYIIIEHHO Ka-
yan ceqiou rosioBoit. Ero Oymyiuii HacieTHUK He TI0OUT HU OX0-
ThI, HY CTPEJIbOBI U3 JIyKa, HU BOMHCTBEHHBIX O0EBHIX MeceH. OH
OXOTHee MPOBOAUJ BpeMsl B KPYTy MPHUIBOPHBIX AaM M CIyIIall
UX Pa3roBOPbI, MOJIOKUB OIHOW U3 HUX Ha KOJIEHU KYAPSIBYIO TO-
7oBy. OH MCKaJl UX JIAaCK U JIIOOWJT MTPUKOCHOBEHUE UX HEXKHBIX
pyK. «OH He Oy/IeT HaCTOSIIIIM KOPOJIEM», — IIETTaT 38 lyMYH-
BO otell. «OH He Oy/IeT HaCTOSIIIUM KOPOJIeM», — TIOBTOPSUTH 32
HUM TPUIBOPHBIE.

Crapelii KOpOJIb yMeEp, U €ro CbiH HacneaoBanl npecroi. Ho
OH He IMPOI0JIXKaJl BOMHCTBEHHBIX 3aBOEBAHUI MPEIKOB, HE TIpe-
JABAJICS OXOTe 32 TUKUMU KabaHamu, 3yOpamMu U Me/BeJsIMU,
HE yCTpauBaJ MBIIIHLIX TYPHUPOB, HE MPOBOIWI HOYEH B KpY-
Ty CBUTHI 32 IPOMAJIHBIM 30JI0TBIM KyOKOM CTaporo BUHA, TIpU
KPACHOM CBETE CMOJISIHBIX (pakesnoB. VI3HEeKEeHHBIN U MPa3IHBIN,



OH OKPYXKUJ ceOs1 PEeKpaCHENIITUMU KEHIIMHAMY CTPAHBI U Tie-
PEXOAMIT OT OOHOM K APYroM, U3 OOBATUN B OOBATHS, OT YCT K
ycram. OH ObUT MPEKpaceH, BHICOKUNA U CTPOMHBIN, KaK JEBYIII-
Ka, C HEOTPa3UMbIMHU I71a3aMU, YEPHBIMU, 33 yMUYMBBIMU U TOM-
HBIMU.

Ho mononoy koponb He 3HasI cyacTbs. TallHas rpycTb HUKO-
I/1a He MOKM/Ia/la ero cepiia U NpoTUB BOJM OTpakajlach Ha €ro
yesne. KagHo# Iymiol OH UCKal B OOBATUAX JKEHIIUH Yero-To
HEMOHSTHOTO JIsl HETO CAMOTr0, Yero-To JOPOroro U COBEPIIECH-
HO 3a0BITOTO. ..

WNHorna, npy BCTpeye ¢ HOBOM KpacaBWIIEH, €My Ka3aJioCh,
4TO 3a0bITOE HAUMHAET MPUHUMATD Y3Ke SICHBIN 00pas3, v OH CTpe-
MUJICSI K KpacaBWlIE TaK K€ CTPACTHO, KaK LIBETOK CTPEMHUTCS
K COJTHEYHBIM JiyyaM... OH yXe 4yBCTBOBaJ, KaK HENOHSTHOE
HAYMHAET MPUHUMATh ocsizaeMble (hopmbl. ['Opsi 1 BOIHYSACH, OH
BBICITYIIMBAJI MPU3HAHUS U MOJIbOBI. .. Ho oxJaneBan ¢ nepBbiM
noriesyeMm. .. TaliHa onsiTh OecciieIHO ucue3ana U3 ero MaMsITH.

HakoHer novcku 3a HEBO3MOXHBIM yToMuiu ero. OH crai
OneHeTh U cnabeTh ¢ KaxapM gHeM. Ero BBasMBIIMecs riasa
HUKOTAa OOJIbIlIe HE 3aropajych YbIOKOMW. .. OHaXAbl HOYBIO,
Jie’ka B CBOEW KPOBATH MO TBIIIHBIM OaJJaXMHOM, YBEHYaH-
HBIM KOPOHOM, OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ OJTM30CTh CMEPTH U CTaJI TIPH-
MIOMHUHATh BCIO CBOIO JKM3Hb M BCIIOMHUJT BCE, KPOME 3a0BITOTO.
«Heyxenu xe 51 ympy, He BCHOMHUB 7» — [IPOLIEIITa, JIOMAsl py-
KU U METASIChb HA CBOEM JIOXKE, YMUPAIOLIUI KOPOJIb.

B 310 MrHoBeHue sipKuii JIy4 Mecsia yrnaj Ha ero rjia3a, ybu-



TO MPO3pavHble OOHAKEHHBIE PYKH OOBUJIM €r0 IIeI0, YbH-TO TY-
Obl, TpOJKAIIKE OT PAJOCTHOTO CMeXa, MPUHUKIIHN K €ro ryoam.
U xoposs BcrnoMHWI. .. OH IPOTSIHYJI PyKH BCJIE/ YJleTatoIie-
My BUJIeHUIO. .. Ho pyku omycTrimch 6e3:)KM3HEHHO, a Ha MepT-
BOM JIMIIE 3aCThUIO BIPAXKEHUE HECTEPITUMOTO OJIaKEHCTBA. . .
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