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A. W. Kynpun. «OauHOUYECTBO»

Anekcanap Kynpun

OaunouecTBo

INocne nonynHsA cTalo Tak kapKo, 4To naccaxupsl [-ro u II-ro kiaaccoB oquH 3a Jpyrum nepe-
Opasuch Ha BepxHIolo nayoy. HecMoTpst Ha 6e3BeTpue, Besi MOBEPXHOCTh PEKH KHUIIesIa MEJIKO! Apo-
Karew 3bI0b10, B KOTOPOH HECTEPIMMO SIPKO APOOMIIMCH COTHEYHBIE JTy4YH, TPOU3BO/IS BIleUaTIeHIE
OeCUMCIIEHHOTO MHOXECTBA CepeOpSAHBIX IIAPUKOB, HEBBICOKO MOATNPHIrMBAIOIIMX HA Boje. TONBKO
Ha OTMeJIsIX, TaM, rae Oeper AJMHHBIM MBICOM Bpe3aJiCsl B peKy, BoAa orudajga ero HemoaBMKHOM
JIEHTOH, CIIOKOMHO CHHEBIIIel cpenu Tou Orectsimeit psion. Ha HeGe, moOneaHeBIeM OT COJTHEYHOTO
’Kapa M CBeTa, He ObLJI0 HM OJHOW TY4YKHM, HO Ha IBUILHOM T'OPHU30HTE, KaK pa3 Haj CU30M U 3yOdva-
TOM TIOJIOCOH JIAJIBHETO Jieca, Koe-T/ie MPOTSHYJIMCh TOHKKE Oefible 00avuKa, OTIMBABIINE 1O KPasiM,
KaK Ma3KH pacIlIaBIeHHOro MeTayuia. YepHslid JbIM, He TOABIMAsICh Ha/l HU3KOH 3aKONTEJION TpyOoi,
CTJIAJICA 32 NAPOXOAOM JJIMHHBIM I'PS3HBIM XBOCTOM.

[MokpoMmIieBbl, My M €Ha, TOXe BBHIIUIM Ha mainyOy. MIX BoBce HE CTECHSUIO OKpYyKaBIliee
MHOTOJTIOHOE ¥ COBEPLLIEHHO HE3HAKOMOE OOIIECTBO; HA0OOPOT, OHM B HEM UYBCTBOBAJIM ceOs elle
Onuke, ele TecHee ApYT K Apyry. OHu ObUTH XKEeHaThl yXKe TPH Mecsilia — IMEHHO TaKOi CPOK, 1ocIie
KOTOPOT'O MOJIOZIBIE CYIPYT' OCOOEHHO OXOTHO IMOCEIIAIOT TeaTpsl, TYJsiHbs U Oalbl, I1e, 3aTepsiB-
IMCh B TOJIIIE YyKMX JIIOZIeH, OHU IIIyOXe M OCTpee YyBCTBYIOT B3aMHYIO OJM30CTh, OOPATHBIIY-
10Cs1 B IIPUBBIUKY 32 BpeMs1 MeJJOBOro Mecsna. JIuib nu3peaka OHu OOMEHUBAJIMCh HE3HAYUTEbHBIM
OJTHOCJIOKHBIM 3aMeUYaHheM, YIBIOKOW WM JOJITMM B3MISIOM. Y OH M OHa MCTIBITHIBAJIM TO TIOJTHOE,
JIEHMBOE U CJIaJJKOe CYaCThe, KOTOPOEe JAET TOJIBbKO IyTEIIECTBUE, COITPOBOXKAAEMOE MOJIOAOCTHIO U
6€33a00THOM YJOBJIETBOPEHHO! JIIOOOBBIO.

CHu3y, U3 MAIIMHHOT'O OT/IEJIEHUS1, BMECTE C TEIUIBIM 3allaxoM He(pTH, JOHOCUIIUCh HeTpephIB-
HOE IIMIEeHNe, MATKYE ynapbl paboTaloOMMX MOPLIHEH M KaKue-TO TIIyOOKHe, PaBUIbHBIE B3IOXH,
B TaKT KOTOPBIM TaK e pa3MEepeHHO B3[parupajia jAepeBsiHHas nainyoa «Scrpeda». Ilox konecamu
Mapoxo/a KJIOKOTaJIa BOJIa, BRIOpackIBasi cEpIUThIe Oyrphl O€JION MeHbl. 32 KOPMOM, TOPOILIIMBO JI0TO-
Hsis ee, OeKaM psi/ibl AIMHHBIX, IIUPOKHUX BOJH; Oejble Kyp4aBble 'PeOHM HEOKUAAHHO BCKHUIIAIN
Ha UX MYTHO-3€JICHOW BEpIIMHE U, IJIABHO OMYCTUBIIKMCH BHU3, BAPYT TaslJIM, TOYHO NPATAIUCH 1101
Boxy. Pacxonsick o peke Bce mmpe, Bce Jajbliie, BOJHB Ha0eraiy Ha Oeper, KoneOaii ¥ Ipuruoanm
K 3eMJIe )KUJKHE KYCThl UBHSIKA W, pa30MBILKUCH C IIYMHBIM IIJIECKOM M IEHOI 00 OTKOC, OeKau
Ha3ajl, OOHaXkast MOKPYIO IIeCUaHyI0 OTMeJIb, BCIO U3BbEACHHYIO TIPHOOEM.

Koe-rze Ha Kyctax BUCeNH AJIMHHBIE PbIOauby ceTh. YallKky ¢ POH3UTEILHBIM KPUKOM JICTEITH
HaBCTpeuy Napoxojly, CBepKasi Ha COJIHIIE PU KaXA0M B3Maxe CBOUX IIMPOKUX, U3OTHYTHIX KPBUIbEB.
W3penka Ha 6onoTrcToM Oepery BUIHEIACh cepasi LAlis, CTOSIBIIAsI B BAKHOW M 33 JyMUMBOM 1I03€
Ha CBOMX JITMHHBIX KPACHOBAThIX HOTax.

Ho 310 0n1H006pa3ue He npuckyunBaio Bepe JIbBOBHE 1 HE YTOMJISIO €€, IOTOMY 4TO Ha BECh
OO0MIA MUp OHa IVIs1/ieNla CKBO3b PAyKHYIO IIeJIEHY THXOI'O OYapOBaHbsl, IEPENOIHSABILETO €€ IyIy.
Eii Bce Ka3anoch MUJIBIM U IOPOTMM: U «HAll» MAPOXOJ — HEOOBIKHOBEHHO YMCTEHBKHUIA U OBICTPHIN
NapoOXOJl! — M «HaIll» KalMTaH — 3JJ0POBEHHBIN TOJICTSIK B MAPyCUHOBOW Mape U KJIeeH4aToM KapTyse,
¢ 6arpoBbIM JIMLIOM, CU3bIM HOCOM M 3BEPUHBIM I'OJIOCOM, JJaBHO OXPHUIIIIMM OT HETOrofl, OpaHbsl U
NIbSTHCTBA, — «HAID» JIOLIMaH — KPAaCHBBIH, YePHOOOPOAIBII MY KUK B KPaCHOW pyOaxe, KOTOPBIi Bep-
TeJT B CBOEH CTEKJISIHHOW OyJOuKe KOJIecO IITypBajia, B TO BPeMs KaK €ro OCTpble, MPHIIypeHHbIE
I71a3a TBEPIO M HEMOJABUAKHO CMOTpeIH BllaJib. Clierka 001I0KOTHUBIIKCH Ha TPOBOJIOYHYIO CETKY, Bepa
JIbBOBHa C HacIaXAEHUEM IJIsieNIa, Kak UTPpajiv B BOJIHAX Oelible Oapalllky, a B TOJIOBE €€ Mo pa3Me-
PEHHbIE B3/10XM MAILIMHbI 3BY4aJl MOTUB KaKOI-TO CaMOJEIbHOM MOJIbKH, U C 9TUM MOTUBOM B CTPaH-
HYIO TAPMOHHMIO CJTMBAJIMCh M IIIyM BOJBI TIOJ] KOJIecaMu 1 Jpebe3kaHue Jaiiek B Oydere. ..
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Nuorna HaBcTpeuy «Slctpedy» nonagasncst OyKCUpPHBIA TAPOXO, TAIMBIIHIA 32 COOOI0 Ha TOJI-
CTOM KaHaTe UIMHHYIO BEPEHUIly HU3KUX, HEYKJTIOKUX Oapok. Torma oba napoxoaa HAYMHAIHN yrpo-
Jalolle peBeTh, UTo 3acTaBisiyio Bepy JIbBOBHY ¢ MCITyraHHBIM BUAOM 32)KMYPUBATh I71a3a U 3aThl-
KaThb YIIN. ..

Branm nokasesiBasiach mpucTaHb — MaJ€HbKHUI KPACHBIHN IOMHUK, BBICTPOSHHBIN Ha Oapke. Karu-
TaH, MPWIOKUBILIH POT K MEJHOMY PyHOpY, POBEAEHHOMY B MAIIMHHOE OT/EJIeHUE, KpIiasl KOMaH/I-
HBIE CJIOBA, M €r0 TOJIOC Ka3aJicsl BHIXOMSAIUM U3 Tryookon 6oukn. «Camprii Masbiii! Ctyn! 3aqauii
xon! Cry-yn!..» C HkHel naxyObl BIOpAachIBaIM KaHAT, M OH, Pa3BUBASCh B BO3/yXe, C TPOXOTOM
naJaJl Ha KPbIIy IPUCTaHU. MaTpoChl 1O APOKAIIIM CXOAHSIM BHIHOCHIIM Ha Oeper rpoMa/iHble KyJIu
Y MEIIKH, CTUOasCh MO UX TSKECThIO U MPUICPKUBAsT UX jKeJIe3HBIMU KplokaMu. OKOJIO CTaHIIUM
TOJINAJIKCH 0a0bl 1 IEBUOHKM B KPACHBIX capaaHax; OHA HaBS3UMBO MpeJIIaraiv Maccaxupam BsUTyio
MaJIMHY, OyTBUTKY C KATISTYEHBIM MOJIOKOM, COJIEHYIO pbIOy 1 OapaHuHy. SIMCKHe JIoIIaau, Hall KOTO-
PbIMU BIJIKICh TYUH CJIETTHEW, HETEPIEMBO MO3BSKUBATNA OYOSHUMKAMH U KOJIOKOJIBLIAMM. . .

7Kapa nonemHory cnagana. OT Boabl NOAHsICS Jierkuil Betepok. CorHLe caguiioch B IOXape
MypITyPHOTO TJIAMEHU ¥ PACTOILIEHHOT'O 30JI0Ta; KOT/Ia e sIPKUe KPACKH 3apH MOTYXJIU, TO BECh TOPH-
30HT OCBETHJICSI POBHBIM TIBUTBHO-PO30BBIM CHsIHMEM. HakoHell 1 3To crsiHue IOMEPKJIO, M TOJbKO
HEBBICOKO HaJl 3eMJIEH, B TOM MECTe, IJIe 3aKaTUJIOCh COJIHLIE, OCTajlach HesICHAs AJIMHHAs PO30Basi
TMOJIOCKA, HE3aMETHO TePEeXOAMBIIAs HaBEpXy B HEXKHBIN TOTyOOBaTHIi OTTEHOK BeuepHero Heoda,
a BHU3Y B TSDKENYI0 CM30BaTyI0 MIVIY, IOIBIMABILYIOCS OT 3eMJM. Bo3ayx crycruiics, Moxosonern.
OTKyna-To IOHeccs U CKOJIBb3HYJI O naryoe cadblii 3arax Mejia v cIpol TpaBbl. Ha BocToke, 32 BOJ-
HUCTOM JIMHUEN XOJIMOB, pa3pacTajicsl TEMHO-30JI0TOM CBET JIyHbl, TOTOBOM B30MTH. OHa Moka3asiach
CHayaJia TOJIBKO OJHUM KPAEIIKOM U MOTOM BBITUIBUIA — OOJbIIAs, OTHEHHO-KpAcHasi U Kak OyaTo Obl
MIPUTLTIOCHYTasl CBEPXY.

Ha nmapoxoze 321 3JIeKTpUYecTBO M 3aCBETHIIM Ha OOpTax cUrHajbHble (poHapu. 3 TpyOsI
BaJIAJIU JUTMHHBIM CHOTIOM U CTJIAJIMCh 32 TIAPOXOJIOM, Tasi B BO3/1yXe, KpacHble UCKphl. Boza kazamnach
cBeTiee HeOa U yke He Kurena Oosbie. OHa yCIOKOMIIACh, 3aTHUXJIa, U BOJIHBI OT NMAPOXOAA PACXOIH-
JIMCh TIO HEeW TaKKe YUCThIC U IIaJKue, Kak OyITo Obl OHM POXKJATMCH U 3aCTHIBAJIM B KHIKOM CTEKJIE.
JlyHa nogHsIach elne Bblile ¥ oOIeIHeNa; JUCK ee CIeIaIICs] IPABIIIbHBIM U OJIECTAIIMM, KaK OTIIO-
JIMPOBAHHBIN cepeOpsiHbIi muUT. [1o Bome mpoTsHycs oT Oepera K MapoxXomy W 3aurpasl 30JI0ThIMU
OecTKaM¥ U CTPyHKaM¥ JUTMHHBIA JPOKAIIIHA CTONO.

CranoBwiiock cBexko. ITokpoMiieB 3aMeTHJ1, 4TO eHa ero ABa pa3a COAPOTHyJIach Ile4aMu U
CIIMHOM MO/l CBOMM HIEPCTSHBIM IJIATKOM, U, HATHYBIIUCH K HEH, CIIPOCHIT:

— IItnuka mos, Tede He XonmoaHo? MoxkeT ObITh, TIOR/IEM B KalOTy?

Bepa JIbBOBHA noAHsIa TOJIOBY M OCMOTpeJia Ha Myka. Ero Mo rnpu JIyHHOM CBETE CTaJIO
OneiHee OOBIKHOBEHHOTO, IYIIKCThIE YChI M OCTPOKOHEYHAsi OOpOJIKa BBHIPHCOBBIBAIMCH pe3ye, a
1a3a YJUIMHWINCH U TIPUHSJIA CTPAHHOE, HEKHOE BhIPaKEHHE.

— Her, HerT... He 6eCOKO¥Cs, MIJIBIH. .. MHe OYeHb XOPOIIIO, — OTBETHJIa OHA.

Ona He 4yBCTBOBaJIa X0JIOZA, HO €€ OXBAaTWJIa Ta IEeMsIIasi TOMHas KyTb, KOTOpasi OBJIaIeBaeT
HEpPBHBIMU JIIOIbMU B sSIpKUE JIyHHbIE HOUH, KOT/Ia HEOO KaKeTCsl XOJOTHON U OTPOMHOM MYCTHIHEH.
Huskue Gepera, 6exapiirie MUMO Mapoxo/ia, ObUIA MOTYATUBHI U ITEYATbHBI, TPUOPEKHBIE JIeca, OKY-
TaHHbIE BIQXHBIM MPAKOM, Ka3aJIUCh CTPAIIHBIMH. . .

VY Beps! JIbBOBHBI BAPYT SIBUJIOCH HETIPEOJOIMMOE JKeJTaHHe MPUIbHYTh KaK MOKHO OJike K
CBOEMY MYXY, CIIPATATh TOJIOBY HA CUJIBHOM T'PYAM TOTO OJIM3KOTO YeJIOBeKa, COrPeThCs €ro Terio-
TOH. ..

OH, TOYHO yrajpiBasi € MUMOJIETHOE JKeJIaHWe, TUXO OOBHMII €€ MOJIOBMHOW CBOETO IIMPOKOTO
NaJIbTO, ¥ OHM 00a 3aTUXJIH, IPUKABIIKCH JPYT K IPYTY, U, Kacasch APYT Apyra rojoBaMu, CJIMJIHACH
B OJIMH TPAllMO3HBIN TEMHBIN CHUITY3T, MEXy TeM Kak JiyHa Opocasia sipkue cepeOpsiHble MsITHA HA UX
TUIeYM U Ha oYepTaHue ux puryp.
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[Mapoxon cTan aBUraThCsi OCTOpOXKHee, U3 OOSI3HU HATKHYTHCS HA MeJlb... MaTpochl Ha HOCY
M3MEPSUT TTyOUHY PeKH, 1 B HOYHOM BO3/yXe OTUYETIMBO 3BYYAIM UX MPOTSKHBIC BOCKJIUIAHUS:
«[e-ects!.. lllectsb ¢ monoBuHOM ! Bo-ocems!.. [To-ox Taba-ak!.. Ce-Mb!» B 3THX BBICOKMX CTOHYIIMX
3BYKaXx CJIBIIIAJTIOCH TO K€ YHBIHKE, KAKUM OBbUIM TIOJTHBI TEMHBIE, TIeYaJTbHbIE Oepera 1 X0JI0JHOe He0Oo.
Ho oz nutaimom 66110 OYeHb TEerio, U, KPernKo MPHKUMASCH K JIIOMMOMY venioBeky, Bepa JIbBoBHa
ere ryoske oIIyasa CBoe CYacThbe.

Ha npaBom Gepery nokasajmch CMyTHBIE OYEPTaHUsI BHICOKOW TOPHI C JIETKOW, PE3HOM, jepe-
BSIHHOM Oece/Ikoi Ha camol BepiuHe. becenka Oblia spko OcBellieHa, M BHYTPY e TBUTAJIUCH JIIOJIH.
ButHO Ob1J10, KaK, YCIBIIIAB IIyM MTPUOIMKAIOIIEr0Cs apoXoia, OHK MOAXOIVIIHN K TIepHJIaM 1, 00J10-
KOTUBIIIVCh HA HUX, [JIAJEJN BHU3.

— Ax, Bonons, nocmotpu, Kakasi npesectsb! — BockJnmkHy/1a Bepa JIbBoBHa. — CoBceM KpykeB-
Hada Oeceaxa... Bor Obl HAM ¢ TOOOH 34€Ch ITOXUTb. . .

— 4 3pech npoBen Lesoe JeTo, — ckazall [Tokpomies.

— Ia? Heyxenu? 310, HaBepHO, Ybe-HUOYAb NMEHHE?

— Kuszeit [upkoeix. OueHb 6oratsie JTOAM. . .

Oma He BUIeNa ero JIMIA, HO YyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO, IPOU3ZHOCS 9T CJIOBA, OH CJIETKa Pas3riakuBaeT
KOHIIaMU MAJIBIIEB CBOM YCBI M UTO B €TI0 TOJIOCE 3BYYHUT YJIbIOKA BOCTIOMUHAHMS.

— Korpa xe b1 6611 TaM? Tl MHEe HUYETO O HUX HE paccKasbiBall... UTo oHM 3a onu?

— Jliomu?.. Kak Tebe ckazath?.. Hu nypHbie, Hu Xoporre. .. Becenble momu. ..

OH 3amormyan, mpoAokas yapioaTbcst CBOMM BocriomuHaHusM. Torna Bepa JIbBoBHa ckazana:

— Tsl cmeenibes. .. Thl, BEPHO, BCIOMHIII YTO-HUOY/Ih MHTEPECHOE?

— O =er... Huuero... PoBHO HU4ero uHTepecHoro, — Bo3pasui [TIokpoMIieB U Kpermde OOHsIT
TJTUIO KeHbI. — TaK... MaJICHbKHE TIIYIIOCTH. .. He CTOUT ¥ BCTIOMUHATb.

Bepa JIbBoBHA He XoTesa 0oJIbIle pacchpalnivBaTh, HO [TokpomiieB Hauax roBOpUTH caM. Emy
MPUATHO OBLTO, UTO €ro KeHa Y3HaeT, B KaKOW IUPOKOW OAPCKOM OOCTAHOBKE eMy MPHXOIUIIOCH
KUTh. DTO MIEKOTATIO MEJIOYHBIM, HO IPUSATHBIM 00pa3oM ero camomooue. [IInpKoBbI KWIH J1eTOM
B CBOEM MMEHHH, TOUb-B-TOUb KaK aHIIUicKue Jjopasl. [IpaBaa, cam TTokpomiieB ObLT TaM TOJBKO
PETeTUTOPOM, HO OH CyMeJ ce0si TOCTaBUTb TaK, YTO C HUM 0OPaIIaIiCh KaK CO CBOUM, Jake OOJblie
TOTO, — Kak ¢ OJMM3KUM 4YeJIOBEKOM. Beib HACTOAIIMX CBETCKUX JIOAEW BCErO CKOpee W y3Haelllb
MMEHHO T0 MX 04YapoBaTeNIbHOW MpocToTe. JIeTo MpOMENbKHYIO YIMBUTEBHO OBICTPO M BECEINO:
JIayH-TeHHWC, NMUKHUKY, Iapajpl, CIIEKTaKIM, MPOryJKu BepxoM... K obemy Bce coOmpanuch 1o
3ByKy TOHTa, HEMpPEeMEHHO BO (ppakax M OesbIX TaJCTyKax, — OAHUM CJIOBOM, CAMOE YTOHUYEHHOE
COeIMHEHHE CTPOTrOro 3THKETa C MPOCTOTON M MPEKPACHBIX MaHep C HENPHHYXKICHHBIM BECEIbEM.
KoneuHo, B TaKOH KU3HU €CTh ¥ CBOM HEJJOCTATKH, HO MOXKUTh €10 XOTh OJIHO JIETO — ¥ TO UPE3BbI-
YailHO MPUSITHO.

Bepa JIbBoBHA ciymiana ero, He MpepbiBas HU OJHUM CJIIOBOM M B TO K€ BpeMsl UCIIBITHIBAS
Hexopollee, MoxoXxee Ha PeBHOCTh YyBCTBO. Eif Ob1I0 OOJIBHO AyMaTh, YTO y HETO B TIAMSITH OCTAJICS
XOTb OJIUH CYACTJIMBBIA MOMEHT M3 €ro MpeKHEeH KU3HU, He YHUYTOKEHHBIN, HE CIVIAXKEHHBIN WX
TeTepelTHM OOIINM CUYACTHEM.

becenka Bapyr ToyHO cripsitanack 3a moBopotoM. Bepa JIbBoBHa Moityaina, a Ilokpomiies, ysie-
YEHHBI CBOMMH BOCTIOMHHAHHSMHU, TTPOIOJIKAT:

— Hy, xoHeuHo, urpanu B 1000Bb, O€3 3TOro Ha J1aue Heslb3sl. Bee urpasnu, HaunHast co CTaporo
KHSI3S51 ¥ KOHYas Oe3yChIMU JIMIIEHCTaM1, MOUMH YdeHuKaMu. 1 Bce Ipyr Apyry OKPOBUTETBCTBO-
BaJIA, CMOTPEJIU CKBO3b TAIbIIbL.

— A th1? ThI TOXE... yXaXuBal 3a KeM-HUOyab? — cnpocwia Bepa JIbBoBHa HeecTeCTBEHHO
CTMOKOMHBIM TOHOM.

OH npoBeJt pyKo# Mo ycaM. DTOT CaMOIOBOJIBHBIN, TaK XOPOILIO 3HaKOMbI Bepe JIbBOBHE *kecT
BAPYT TIOKA3aJICS € TOIILIBIM.
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—H-pa... ustoxe. Y MeHs BbIllIe] MAJIEHbKUI poMaH ¢ KHsKHOM KT, OueHb cMelnHoi poMaH
U, TIOXaJyH, €CJIM XOUelllb, Jaxke HEMHOro Oe3HpaBcTBeHHBIH. [ToHMMaelb: qeBuIle ele v mecTHa-
ALIATY JIET He MCTIOTHUIIOCh, HO Pa3BsI3HOCTh, CAMOYBEPEHHOCTh U TIpoYee — MPOCTO yIUBHUTEbHBIC.
OnHa MHe TIpsIMO M3JIOKUIIAa CBOU B3MIAN. «MHE, TOBOPUT, 3[IeCh CKyYHO, IIOTOMY UTO sl HM OJIHOTO
IHSI HE MOTY TIPOKHTH O3 CO3HAHMsI, YTO B MEHsI BCe KPYroM BIIOOJIEHBI. BBl OIMH 371€Ch TOJBKO
MHE ¥ HpaBHUTeCh. Bbl HeLypHbI cCOOOM, C BAMH MOXHO pa3roBapuBaTh, HY U TaK jajee. Bbl, KOHEUHO,
MOHMMAEeTe, YTO JKEHOH Balllel 51 ObITh HE MOTY, HO TIOUeMy e HaM He MPOBECTH ITO JIETO BECENIO
Y TIPUATHO ?»

— Hy u uro xe? Bruo Beceno? — cripocuia Bepa JIbBoBHa, cTapasich TOBOPUTH HEOPEKHO, U
cama HCITyTrajiach CBOEro BHE3aIHO OXPUIIIIIETO TOI0Ca.

Itot ronoc 3actaBui [TokpomiieBa HacTOpoXkUThHCs. Kak Obl M3BUHSIACH 32 TO, UTO MPHYUHUT
eii 00J1b, OH MPUTSIHYJT K ceOe roJIoBY kKeHbl M IIPUKOCHYIICS Iy0aMu K ee BUCKY. Ho kakoe-To moaoe,
HeyAepkKUMOe BJIeUeHHe, KOTIOIIMBIIIEECs B €ro AyIle, KAKOe-TO CMyTHOE M TaJJKOe YyBCTBO, TOXOXKee
Ha XBAaCTJIMBOE MOJIOIEYECTBO, TSIHYJIO €r0 PacCKas3bIBaTh AaJIbIIIe.

— Bot MbI 1 urpanu B 000Bb C 3THM TOJIETKOM U B KOHIIE JieTa pacctaimuch. OHa coBceM
PaBHOYIIHO Garoapuiia MeHs 3a TO, UTO sl IOMOT €l He CKy4arth, 1 JKaJieJia, YTO He BCTPETUIIach CO
MHOIO, YK€ BBl 3aMysK. Bripouem, oHa, 10 ee cioBaM, He Tepsijia HaAekJbl BCTPETUTHCS CO MHOIO
BIOCJIC/ICTBHH.

W oH npubaBu ¢ AeIaHHBIM CMEXOM:

— Boo0rie, 3Ta uctopusi cocTaBisieT A1 MEHsI OJJHO M3 CAMBIX HEMPHUSTHBIX BOCTIOMUHAHWIA.
Benp npaBaa, Bepouka, ranko Bce 310?

Bepa JIbBoBHaA He oTBeTUsIa eMy. [TokpoMIIeB MOYYBCTBOBAI K HEMl KaJIOCTh U CTaJl pacKau-
BaThCs B CBOEH OTKPOBEHHOCTH. JKeJast 3araguTh HEMPUSATHOE BIIEUATIICHHE, OH e1e pa3 MOLIeI0Ba
KEHY B IIEKY. . .

Bepa JIbBoBHA He COMPOTUBIIAIACK, HO M HE OTBETWIIA Ha Tolienyi. .. CTpaHHOe, MyUYUTeTbHOE
Y CaMOii el HesSICHOE 1yBCTBO OBJIAIENIO ee MyIIon. TyT Oblla OTYaCTH M PEBHOCTS K MPOIIEIIIEMY, —
CaMBbIil y)KacHbII B PEBHOCTH, — HO OblIa moabko oT4acTu. Bepa JIbBOBHA JaBHO ClIbIINIANA U 3HAJIA,
YTO Y KaXJ0r0 MYKYHMHBI OBIBAIOT O EHUTHObI MHTPUKKHU M CBSA3M, YTO TO, YTO JJIsS KCHIIIMHBI
COCTaBJISIET OTPOMHOE COOBITHE, AJIs1 MYKUHHBI SIBJISIETCS TIPOCTHIM CITy4aeM, U UTO C STUM YKaCHbIM
MOPSIIKOM Belllel Ha/lo TOHEBOJIE MUPUTHCSA. BbUIO TyT M HErofloBaHue Ha Ty YHU3UTENBHYIO U pa3-
BPATHYIO POJIb, KOTOpPAsl BhINAJA B 3TOM pOMaHe Ha JIOM0 ee Myka, Ho Bepa JIbBOBHa BCIIOMHUIIA,
YTO U ee MOLEyH C HUM, KOT/Ia OHH ellle ObUIM )KeHUXOM M HEBECTOM, He BCeraa HOCHIIM HEBUHHBIN
Y YUCTBIA XapakTep. CTpallHee BCero B TOM HOBOM UYBCTBE OBbLJIO CO3HaHUE TOTO, 4yTo Biagumup
VBaHOBWY BAPYT chemajcs Uisl CBOEW KEeHbl Uy)KUM, JAICKUM YeJIOBEKOM U UTO WX MPEeXHss ONu-
30CTh HUKOT/IA YK€ HE MOXKET BO3BPATUTHCHA.

«3a4eM OH MHE paccKa3bIBaJl BCIO 3Ty TaI0CTh? — MyUUTEIbHO TyMaJla OHA, CTUCKUBAS U Tep-
3asi CBOM MOXOJIOAEBIINE PyKH. — OH MepeBepHYII BCIO MOIO YTy W HATTOJIHUJ €€ IPA3bI0, HO UTO XKe s
MOry eMy cka3aTb Ha 31707 Kak 51 y3Hato, umo OH UCTIBITBIBAJI BO BpeMsi cBoero pacckaza? CoxaneHue
o npornwiom? Hexopornee BomHenue? ['ajymBocts? (Hert, y& BO BCSIKOM Cllydyae He IaJyIMBOCTh: TOH Y
Hero ObUT CaMOIOBOJIbHBIN, XOTSI OH M CTapajiCsl 3TO CKPHITh). .. Hajexk oy onsaTh BCTPETUTHCS KOT/a-
HUOYb ¢ 310l Ka1? A moyemy ke u He Tak? Eciu s ciiporiry ero 00 3ToM, OH, KOHEUHO, TIOCTIeTITHT
MEeHsI YCTIOKOUTb, HO KaK MIPOHUKHYTh B CaMyIo ITyOb €ro AyIld, B CaMble OTAaJIeHHbIe N3TUObI €ro
cosHanus? 1o yemy st MOTy y3HaTh, YTO, TOBOPSI CO MHOUM MCKPEHHO U MPaBIMBO, OH B TO K€ BpeMs
He 0OMaHBbIBaeT — M, MOXKET OBbITh, COBEPIIIEHHO HEBOJILHO — cBoel coBecTr? O! Yero Obl 51 HU Jasia 3a
BO3MOXHOCTh XOTh OJIMH TOJIbKO MUT MOXUTh €0 BHYTPEHHEW, UyKOU ISl MEHs KU3HBIO, TIONCITY-
IIaTh BCE OTTEHKH €r0 MBICIIH, TIOICMOTPETh, UTO JICJIAETCS B 9mMoM CepIIe. . .»

W 310 cTpacTHOE BlIEUEHUE CIUTHCS MBICTIBIO, OTOKECTBUTHCS C IPYTUM YETIOBEKOM, TIPUHSIO
TaKKe OrpOMHBIE pa3Mepsl, uto Bepa JIbBoBHA, HEYastHHO [1sl caMoy ceOs1, KPEerKo MpHXalach Tojo-
BOW K TOJIOBE My’Ka, TOYHO jKejasi MPOHUKHYTh, BOWTH B €ro cymiectBo. Ho OH He MOHST 3TOro
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HEBOJILHOTO JIBMKEHHS M MOAYMal, YTO keHa MPOCTO XOYeT K HeMY IPHJIACKAThCs, KaK 03s01ast
Komeyka. OH MOIIEKOTal ee yCaMu U CKa3ajl TOHOM, KaKMM T'OBOPAT ¢ OAJIOBAHHBIMU JIETHMHU:

— Bepycsa 6aii-0aii xouet? Bepycenbka o3s6m1a? [oiiiem B KaioTKy, BepyceHbka?

Ona MoT9a OIHSNIACh, KYTasiCh B CBOH ILJIaTOK.

— Bepycenbka Ha Hac HY 3a 4TO He cepauTcsi? — cripocut [TokpoMIIeB TeM ke ClIaJKUM TOJIOCOM.

Bepa JIbBoBHa OTpuLaTesibHO MOKavasa ronoBoi. Ho nepen TpanoMm, BeAyluM B KalOThl, OHA
OCTaHOBHJIACh U CKa3aJa:

— ocnymait, Bonons, Tede H1 pa3y He MPUXOIWIIO B TOJIOBY, UTO HUKOT/IA, TOHUMAETIb, HUKO-
rJa JIBOe JIojiel He TIOMMYT BIIOJHe JIpyr apyra?.. Kakvumu Obl TECHBIMU y3aMU OHU HU OBLITU CBSI-
3aHbl?..

OH uyBCcTBOBaJI ceOs1 HEMHOTO BUHOBATBHIM U TIOTOMY ITPOOOPMOTAI CO CMEXOM:

— Hy Bot, BepyHuuk, kakyio ¢unocodpuio passena... Pazge Mbl ¢ ToOOH He IOHMMAaeM JIpyT
apyra?

B Kkatote oH CKOpO 3aCHYJI TUXUM CHOM 3[J0POBOTO CBITOTO uesioBeKa. Ero apixanusi He ObUIO
CJIBIIITHO, Y JIUIIO MPUHSJIO IETCKOE BhIpaKEeHHE.

Ho Bepa JIbBoBHa He Mora cniath. Eif cTano IyniHo B TECHOH KaloTe, U IPUKOCHOBEHUE Oap-
XaTHOW OOMBKHM JJIBaHA pa3/ipaxkaso KoKy ee pykK u men. OHa BCTana, 4ToObl OISATh BHIATH Ha MATYOY.

— Tet kyna, mamycs? — cipocu [TokpomriieB, pa3OykeHHBIN IIEIECTOM ee I000K.

— Jlexwu, nexu, s cedvac npury. f eme MUHYTKY MOCHXKY Ha maimy0Oe, — OTBETUJIAa OHA, Jieast
€My PYKOIO 3HaK, YTOOBI OH HEe BCTaBaJl.

Ei1 xotenock ocrarbest ogHOM U aymath. [IpucyTcTBue Myska, Aake CIISIIEro, CTECHSUIO ee.
Bprliins Ha mamyOy, OHa HEBOJIHHO CeJla Ha TO e caMoe MeCTo, Ijie cujiesna pansbiie. He6o craso eme
XOJIO[JHEeE, a BOjIa MOTEMHeJIa U MOTepsijia CBOIO MPO3pavyHOCTh. TO U JIeNo JIETKUE TyUYKH, TIOXOKHUE
Ha MyIIMCThIe KOMKU BaThl, HA0ETaIM Ha CBETJIBIN KPYT JIYHBI U BAPYT OKPAIIMBAIUCH PUYYJTUBBIM
30JI0THIM CHsiHHMEM. [ledanbHble, HU3KUE U TEMHBIe Oepera Tak ke MOJYaIuBO Oekalu MUMO Mapo-
X07a.

Bepe JIbBoBHE OBUIO KYTKO M TOCKJIMBO. OHA BIIEpBbIE B CBOEH KU3HHU HATOJIKHYJIACH CETOIHS
Ha y’KaCHOE CO3HAHUE, TPUXOASINEe PAHO WM TIO3JHO B FOJIOBY KaXKJJOT0 YyTKOTO, BlyMYHBOTO YeJI0-
BEKAa, — Ha CO3HAHME TOW HEYMOJIMMOW, HEITPOHULIAEMOM Mperpajsl, KOTOpas BEYHO CTOUT MEX.IY
IBYMsI OJIM3KUMM JTIOABMU. «YUTO e s 0 HeM 3Hai0? — MIenoToM cripammuBaia cedss Bepa JIbBoBHa,
CKMMasl pyKaMu ropstarii J1o0. — YTo 51 3HaI0 0 MOeM Myske, 00 9TOM YesioBeKe, C KOTOPHIM 51 BMeCTe
Y €M, Y TIbI0, U CILTIO ¥ C KOTOPBIM BCIO KU3Hb JIOJKHA TPpoiTH BMecTe? T1osoXuM, s 3Halo, YTO OH
KPacuB, YTO OH JIIOOUT CBOIO (PU3UYUECKYIO CHITY U XOJIUT CBOM MYCKYJIBI, UTO OH MY3bIKaJIeH, YTO OH
YUTAET CTUXU HAPACIEB, 3HAIO Jaxe OOJbIIe, — 3HAI0 €ro JIACKOBBIE CJIOBA, 3HAIO, KaK OH IeyeTcs,
3HAIO MATh WIX MIECTh ero npuBblveK. .. Hy, a 6onbime? Yto xe s 6omblie-To 3Hato o Hem? M3BecTHO
JI1 MHE, KaKO¥ CJie]] OCTAaBWJIM B €r0 Ceplle U yMe ero mnpexxHue ypiaedeHusi? Mory Jim s oTrajarh
y HEero Te MOMEHTHI, KOTIa YeJIOBeK BO BpeMsl CMeXa BHYTPEHHO CTpaJaeT WM KOrjga HapyKHOM,
JIMIIEMEPHON TMeYatbio MPUKpPBIBAeT 3710paactBo? Kak pa3oOpaTbcsi BO BCEX ITUX TOHKUX M3BOPO-
Tax 4yKOW MBIC/IM, B 9TOM YyJIOBUIIIHOM BUXPE UYBCTB U KeJIAHUH, KOTOPbIN MOCTOSIHHO, OBICTPO U
HEYJIOBMO HECETCs B IyIIIe HOCOPOHHE20 YeoBeKa?»

BHesarHO oHa MOYYBCTBOBaJIA TaKyI0 ITyOOKYI0 BHYTPEHHIOI TOCKY, TaKOe IeMsIIee CO3Ha-
HHE CBOETO 8euHO020 ONUHOYECTBA, UTO ei 3aX0TeNI0Ch Iuakath. OHa BCIOMHMJIA CBOIO MaTh, OpaTheB,
MEHBIIYIO CecTpy. Pa3Be M OHM He Tak e UyK/bl €, KaK YyX/ 3TOT KPACHBbIA OPIOHET C HEKHOM
YJIBIOKOM M JTACKOBBIMHU TJ1a3aMH, KOTOPBIM Ha3bIBaeTcs ee MyxkeM? Pa3Be cMoxkeT oHa Korna-HuOyIb
TaK B3MJISIHYTh HA MUP, KaK OHM IJISAST, YBUIETh TO, YTO OHU BUJIAT, IIOUYBCTBOBATH, YTO OHU UyB-
CTBYIOT?..

Okxoro veTbipex yacoB yTpa [TokpomiieB nmpocHysics U OblT OYeHb YAUBJIEH, HE BU/ISI HA MPO-
THBOIOJIO)KHOM JTMBaHe cBOeH keHbl. OH OBICTPO OfiesiCs U, MO3EeBbIBasl U B3ApariBasi OT yTPEHHETo
XOJIOJKA, BBIIIIEN Ha MasyOy.
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ConHile erie He BCXOAWJIO, HO MOJIOBMHA HeOa yxke Obula 3ayiuTa OJeIHBIM PO30BBIM CBETOM.
[Tpo3pauHas 1 CLIOKOMHAS peKa Jiexkaa, TOYHO IPOMAIHOE 3ePKAJIO B 3€JICHOU BIAKHOW pamMe OKUB-
IIMX, OPOIIEHHBIX JIyTOB. JIerkue po30Bble MOPIIMHBI CJIETKa OOPO3IUIIH €€ TIIAIKYIO0 TIOBEPXHOCTb, a
TIeHa Mo MAPOXOAHBIMH KOJIECAaMH Ka3alach MOJIOYHO-po30Boit. Ha mpaBoM OGepery momnomnoi 6epeso-
BBIH JIEC C €r0 YaCTHIM CTPOEM TOHKHX, TIPSIMBIX, O€JIbIX CTBOJIOB ObLIT OKyTaH, TOYHO TOHKOM KUCeeH,
JIETKMM TIOKpoBOM TymaHa. Cu3asi, Tshkenas Ty4ya, HU3KO TMOBHCIIIAs HA BOCTOKE, OHA TOJIBKO OOpo-
JIach C CUSIIONIMM TOPKECTBOM HApSIAHOTO JieTHero yTpa. Ho u Ha Hell yxe OpbI3HYJIH, TOUHO KPOBa-
BbIE TIOTOKU, TEMHO-KPACHbIE ITPUXH.

Bepa JIbBOBHa cHe1a Ha TOM ke MecTe, OOJIOKOTSICh pyKaMU Ha pelieTKy U MOJIOKUB Ha HUX
OTsIKeJIeBIIyIo TooBy. [TokpomIieB moomien K Hell ¥, OOHSIB ee, HAIBIIEHHO MPOACKIAMUPOBAI
roJI0COM, Pa30yXIIUM OT 3[JJOPOBOTO CHA!

— «BpInuia 13 Mpaka Miaas, ¢ epcTamMu My pIypHBIME DOC. . .»

Ho xorpma oH yBuzen ee cepbe3Hoe, 3allIakaHHOE JIUI0, OH TOYHO TMOMEPXHYIICS MOCTIEAHIM
CJIOBOM.

— Bepycenbka, uto ¢ To60#? Yto Takoe, Mosi toporasi?

Ho oHa yxe npuroroBuiack K 3tomy Borpocy. OHa Tak MHOTO MepeiyMasa 3a 3Ty HOYb, YTO
MpUIILIA K €IUHCTBEHHOMY Pa3yMHOMY M XOJIOOHOMY DEIIEHHUIO: HAJIO KHUTh, KaK BCE, HAJIO MOAYH-
HATBHCS 00CTOATEIHCTBAM, HAJIO AaXe JIraTh, €CJIM HeJb3s1 TOBOPUTH MPABY.

W oHa oTBeTMIIa, BUHOBATO U PACTEPSIHHO YIIBIOASICH:

— Huvero, moit museiid. [Ipocto — y MeHst OecCOHHHUIIA. . .
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