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A. T'pun. «Tperuii aTax»

Anekcanap Crenanosuu I'pun
Tpernin sTax

I

Ha ynuie 3eneHen BeCEHHHUE CONHEYHbIE TEHHU, @ B TPEThEM ITakKe CTAPHMHHOIO KAMEHHOTO
JIOMa TPH YeJIOBeKa TOTOBWIIHCh YMEPETh HEOKHMIAHHOM, HACUIIbCTBEHHOW CMepThio. BecHa He BOJI-
HOBaJIa MX, HATIPOTHB, OHU ITJIOXO CO3HABAJIH 1AKe, IPEe3sIT WK KUBYT. A BHUMaHUE KaX/IOr0, OCTPOe
110 OOJIN, COCPEOTOUMBAIIOCh HA CBOEM OPYKHH U Ha TOM, YTO JieJIaeTCs BHU3Y, HA KAMEHHOM, Bece-
JIOM, COJTHEYHOM TpPOTYyape.

B 0OBIKHOBEHHOE BpeMsl OHU, KOHEUHO, NOPA3MIACh Obl TEM, YTO BCs YJIUIIA, OT BOK3aJa 10
PBIHKa, MOTPYXeHa B CTPAIHY, YIYIUIMBYIO TUILIMHY, KaK 9TO OblBaeT BO cHe... Hu sozeii, HU
cobak. Bessie Harmyxo 3aKkphiThle UCITyTaHHBIE OKHA, U (haca/ibl JOMOB IIPUCITYIIUBAIOTCS, KaK 3aMKHY-
Thie, dyXHe Juia. Hemble iepeBbsi CTENOT ceTKH TeHell. HeiBiKHA MbLTb MOCTOBOM, CITUT BO3IYX.

U oOparunu Obl elrie OHM CBOE BHUMAaHKE Ha TO, YTO TUXasl IyCTOTA YJIUIIBI OOPBIBAETCS KaK pa3
y KaMEHHOT'O CTApUHHOTO JIOMa, OOpBIBAaeTCsI C 00EUX CTOPOH aKKYpAaTHO, KaK TI0 JIMHEHKe, Tam, TJie
Ha CepbIX COJTHEYHBIX IUIUTAX MIEBEJISTCS Oesble, CTPOrue CONIATCKUe PyOallKy ¢ KPACHBIMH MOTO-
HaMH U, NaJ1asi TYJIKUM 9XOM OT BECEJIbIX, COMHEUHBIX CTeH, OyXaloT TOPOIUIMBO M PE3KO PyKEeWHbIC
BBICTPEJIBL.

Tpu venoBeka He aymanu 3toro. Ternepb Ka3aock, YTO TaK U HAMIO, YTO MHAYE U He ObIBaeT.
U He cnblaivi OHK TUILIFHBI, & TOJIBKO BBICTpesbl. Kax/Iblid BHICTpEN JIeTeN B yIIU, KaK yaap Berpa,
Y KpUYas, Kpryaj Ha BeCb MUD.

Tak crpariHo ertie He ObLIO HUKOTIA. PaHbllle, fymas 0 CMEpTH U, C IIOAAMBIBAIOIIEH PaIoCThIO, C
JIETKUM XOXOTKOM KPEITKOr0, )KUBOTO TeJla OTJIS/IBIBAsICh BOKPYT, OHU roBopuiii: «3! JIByM cMepTsM
He ObiBaTh!» Mm: «OT cMepty He yiinemb!» Vimm: «YenoBek cmepreH». [0OBOpriM 1 He BepuIin.
Tenepb 3HaIN, ¥ 3HAHKE ITO CTOUJIO KHU3HH.

3nami. KomHara, re ObUM OHM, CIIy’KWJIa XHU3HHU. Bee Kpyrom nmprcrocoOaeHo 1S KU3HU:
CTOJI, HAKPBITBIA CKATepPThiO, C HEYOpaHHOW, BECENOH B COJNHEYHOM CBETE IOCYIOH; MaJeHbKHE,
NOTEMHEBIIME KapTHUHBI, YIOTHAsI MeOesb. A KU3Hb HEYIepKUMO YXOIWT U3 IMyCThIX KomHar. [Tox
HOTaMH BaJISIeTCs1 TIOPTCUrap, PacTONTAHHbIE MAMPOCH], JIEKUT COpPBaHHAsA, cMsTas 3aHaBecka. U
MHOTO, OYeHb MHOTO ITYCTBIX MEJHBIX MAaTPoHOB. OHU Be3zie: Ha KOBPE, Ha CTYJbSIX. XPYCTUT OOYBb,
BCTpeyvast OOJIOMKHM CTEKOJI, BU3IJIMBO-XPYIIKKE, cKpeskelnyimue. CTekia B paMax Topyar 3yOnamu.
OHu pa3ouThl.

JIbIM TyMaHOM HamNOJIHSIET KOMHATY, CKOJIb3UT B OKHO, CTPAIIIHO MEJJICHHbIN, U YAYILIUBO,
HEBKYCHO naxHeT. Tpax-Tpax!.. BeIIJIsIHYTh onacHO. ExxeMUHYTHO YMOKAIOT ITyJIH, KUPITY OPBI3KET
BO BCE CTOPOHBI KPacHOM MbLTbI0. Tam, BHU3Y, MaJIO pa3roBapuBaIoT U, JIOJKHO ObITh, cepasTces. Kto-
TO KPUYUT BO3OYKACHHO, KOPOTKO; HACTYIAET MOJIYaHHUE U CHOBA: «Tpax-Tpax!..»

[Mocrie KaxI0ro BBICTpeNia KYTKO MOJCTYIAeT MIHOBEHHas! OecriomanHas tTuimHa. U tsHercst
OHa CKYYHO, KaK CTOJICTHE.
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Tpu yesnoBeka, 3aceBIIME B TPETbEM ITake, He 3HaIM Apyr apyra. Ciy4aiiHO COILUIMCh OHH,
npeciiefyeMsble PaBUTEIbCTBEHHBIM OTPSIOM, B KBAPTHPE OTHOTO 3HAKOMOT'0, 3aIlepJiv IBEPH, OKHa;
MEJIbKOM, ¢ Oe3pa3IMyreM CTpaxa, OCMOTPENH APYT Apyra, OpOCHIIN HECKOJIBKO MPOKJISTHI U CTAIN
OTCTPEJIMBAThCS.

Co3zHaHme TOro, 4To CTpenboa 3Ta Oecrones3Ha, 4To yMepeTh BCe paBHO MPUJIETCS, YTO BHIXOIbI
3aHATHI OJULMEN, Y HUX ObLJIO, U TI0 BpEMEHaM 3aKMITAJIO B Aylle OeCCUIbHBIMU, POTECTYIOIMMHU
B3pbIBaMH ykaca. Ho okuiaTh KOHIIA, CyeTsICh, BOJIHYSCh U COTPOTUBIISISICH, OBLIIO BCE-TaKM JIerde,
9YeM HeMasl IOKOPHOCTh HeM30eKHOMY, — M OHH CTPEJISLIH.

JIBa kapaOuHa ObUIO Yy HUX, [Ba JaJIbHOOOWHBIX, OXOTHUYBMX KapaOMHA C TOHKOW Pe3bO0oi JIOK
Y BUTHIMU JAMacCKUMHM CTBOJIaMU. PaHbllle OHM BHCEM Ha CTEHE Cpely JIPyroro Opyxus — KHUBOE
BOCIIOMUHAHME BECEJIbIX, OE30IMacHbIX OXOT. A TPETH CTPENsl U3 PeBOJIbBepa, Hay/lauy MOChlIast
IYJIU, TIOKa He CBAJIMJICS CaM, PAHEHHBIH B KJIIOYMILY, U He 3aTHX. JIexasl OH CMUPHO, IOJTHBIN TOCKH,
00s1Ch LIEBEJIbHYTh OTHSBLIEHCS PYKOH, YTOObl HE BCKPUKHYTb. Bujiesn BbICOKMIA JIETHOM MOTOJIOK,
HOT'Y TOBApHUILIEH U AyMaJl O uyze.

Te nBoe cTpensiyiM U3 KapaOMHOB, Oerast OT OKHA K OKHY M MpsYach 3a MOAOKOHHUKaMu. MIx
pe3KHe BBICTpEJIbl 3By4Yaii HEYBEPEHHO, HO OMJIM TToUTH O3 MpoMaxa, U TMocie Kak/I0ro BhICTpena
oftHa u3 OeJIbIX, BecebIX pyOax ¢ KpaCHBIMU IIOTOHAMU, — TaKasi MaJIeHbKasl, €CIIM CMOTPETh CBEPXY, —
OXUBJISUIACh, KPYKWIACh U, TIPUCEas, aaja, 3BIKHYB IITHIKOM. A Te JBOE CTPEJIsId, U KaxKIbli
pa3 ¢ TyIou, paIOCTHOM JIPOKbIO CMOTPEJIH Ha JeJI0 CBOUX PYK.

IepBoro 3Bamu «Muctep», MOTOMY 4TO OH ObUI B AHIVIMM U MIPUBE3 OTTY/IA 3aMKHYTYIO Cliep-
’KaHHOCTb OCTPOBUTSIHMHA. BBIJT OH BBICOKOTrO poCTa, MevajibHblid U cMYIIbIA. BTOpOi — MI0THBIMI
MY’KYMHA C OKJIAAMCTON OOPOIOi ¥ KPOTKMMH IJ1a3aMH — Ha3biBaJl ce0s1 «CypKOM», TOTOMY, UTO TaK
Ha3bIBAJIM €ro Apyrue. A TpeTuil, paHeHHBIN, HOCUJI KJIIMUKY «bapon».

KamenHoe MonuaHMe NpOINUTHIBANIO BCE 3TaXU, Kpome TpeTbero. Kazamock, uyTo HMKOrga
HUKTO, KPOME MBbILIEH, He KUJI U He OyJET )KUTb B 3TOM JJOME, U YTO CaMblii IOM — OFPOMHO€, CILIOLI-
HOE HeJIopa3yMeHHe C KAMEHHBIMM CTeHaMH, TIOJIHBIMU CTPaxa M TOCKH.
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OTcTpenuBaItch 1 Cy10pOXKHO, OeclIoKOIHO AyManu. PactepsHno nyman Muctep. HasBy rpe-
3ui1 bapon. Taxeno u cocpenoroueHHo ayman Cypok.

Tam, 3a yepToil roposa, cpeu Mnosieil U MIOCCEHHBIX Iopor — ero xkeHa. Jliobumas, ciaBHas.
W1 neBouka — nmyxJjieHpKas1, CMEIIHasi, BCeraa cMeercs. benblii JoMuK, Kyapsassii runon. brecrsamas
MeziHas nocyga, Tuxue seyepa. Hukorna He yBuzsers? 1o yygosuinHO! B cylmHOCTH TOBOpS, HET
HUYETo HeJleTiee )KU3HU. A €CIU ITIOUTH TyJa, BHU3, II€ CMEETCS Beceas YJIMLA U CTPEJIAIOT COIAThI,
BBIATU U cKa3ath uM: «Bor s, cnatocs! $1 6onbine He uncyprent!. Toxkanerite mens! Iloxaneiite
MOIO KU3Hb, KakK 5 kayeio ee! Sl HeHaBuzaen TUIIMHY KU3HU — Tenepb Onarociosisio ee! [Ipexne
AyMaJt: TIOWAY Tyra, e oAy cMmenee opioB. CKaky: BOT s, 6epute MeHst! Sl paHbliie 60siICs rpo3bl —
Teneps Omarocioistio ee!l.. O, Kak CTpamiHo, Kak TSKKO yMHUparth!.. S1 Oosbliie He KOCHYCh MOJIMTHKH,
COXI'Y BCE KHUTHY, OTJaM BCE UMYILECTBO BaM, conpatsl!.. ['ocrionnn oduuep, cxanprecs! OTBenuTe
B TIOPbMY, COILILUIMTE Ha KaTopry!..»

Her, aT0 He momoxeT. Becerbie Gernble pydaxu CTaHyT ellie Becesiee, Fpyoblil XOXOT OKPOET ero
cioBa. [TocTaBAT K cTeHe, OTCUMTAIOT MATHAALATD, — UM CKOJIBKO TaM?.. — IIAroB. YOBIOT CTIOHSBOTO,
’KAJIKOTO, KOT/Ia MOT OBl YMEPEThb C YECTHIO.

3HauuT, Tenephb yxe Bce paBHO? Tak Kpruuum xe!

N Cypok KpHUKHYJI NIyXUM, IEPEXBAYEHHBIM TOCKOU I'OJIOCOM:

— a 3npaBctByeT poguHa! Jla 31paBcTByeT cBOOOAA!

Kak 6b1 roBOps1 cam ¢ coboii, oTBeTHI1 Muctep:

— Bor ucropus!.. Kaxercs, npugercs CIOXHYTb.

OH B NMPOMEKXYTKaxX MeK/1y CBOMMH M BPaKECKMMH BBICTPEIAMHU AyMaJl TOPOILUTUBO M Oecro-
KOMHO O TOM, YTO YMHUPAET, €lIe HE 3HasI XOPOLIEHBKO, 3a YTO: 3a LIEHTPAJIM30BaHHYI0 WK (peaepa-
THBHYIO peciyonmKy. Tak Kak-To CJIOKMIOCh BCe HacIeX, 0e3 yBepeHHOCTHU B TIo0Oe/e, Cpeiy KU3HH,
TIOJTHO OOPBOBI 32 CYIIIECTBOBAHUE M MOIUTUYECKOH arutanuu. [lymars Ternepb, COOCTBEHHO TOBOPA,
HE K YeMY: OCTaeTCcsl yMepeTb. BocmoMrHaHue 0 TOM, 4TO OpPYXHE CIIyYailHO IOMNAJIO EMY B PYKH,
eMy, JKeJaBIeMy OOpPOTHCSI TOJIBKO C TIOMOIIBIO Ta3eTHBIX CTaTei, — Terepb TOXe, KOHEUHO, HU K
yemy. Bee Opamm. Cromanu BUTpUHY U Opaiid, Apajiich, XBaTajld kaaHo, Harepedoi. [Torom MHO-
rue OPOCHIIH TYT ke, eBa OTOW/IsI HECKOJIBKO IIIaroB, BEIMKOJIETTHBIE PYKbsl U CaOJH, B3SIThie MU
HEU3BECTHO IS YETO.

CrHCcHYB 3yOBbl, 3aKypUTh JpOKaLMMU NajIblaMU NAIKUPOCY U CTPENIATh — ITO MOCIIEJHEE.

N Mucrep 3a4eM-TO CPOCHII:

— Kak BbI ymaete, KOTOpbIN Teneps vac?

— Yac? — Cypok ocMOTpes1 Ha Hero Oy JaloIiyM, UCITyTaHHBIM B3MISIIOM. — $1 qymaio, 4to
3TOrO He CleAyeT 3HaTh. Bee paBHoO.

W xpuKHYIJ ¢ OCTEpBEHEHNEM, HAXKUMAasl KypOK:

— CBoOopa! Vpa-a!..

3BOHKas, CBETIas TUILMHA.

— Onu okpykaioT oM, — roBoput Mucrep, B3asixasd. — M ymopsaT Hac.

— OHu nodoATcs BOUTH.

— Ilouemy BBI 3TO nymaete?

— S guyBcTByI0... [IpMBE3YT NMyILIKY U Pa3HECYT HAC, KAK MBILLEH.

— A-a! — ynuBieHHO roBopuT bapoH, MHCTUHKTUBHO NpuAUMasich K creHe. Ilyna ynapuna B
MOTOJIOK, pa3ApoOmIia JIeMHOe YKpallleHHe, U KYCOK THuIca, ¢ ToyHTa BECOM, YNl PSIOM C €ro
T'OJIOBOM.

! WHCypreHT — noscraHen.
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— A g nymain, yto cipsranics!..

MuicTep CMOTPUT Ha HEro B3IJISIIOM, BBIPAKAIOIIUM IPEACTaBIeHUE O ceOe caMOM, paHEHHOM
U JIeKAIIEM BPACTSIKKY TaK ke, KakK 9TOT KOCTJISIBBIN, JUIMHHBIN I0HOIIIA C TOMyObIMHU I1a3aMu. bapon
ybIOaeTCs, 3aKphIBAET I1a3a M cerlvac ke OTKpbiBaeT ux. CMOTpeTsh Jierde v He Tak crparrHo. CKopo
i cniacyT ux? HecomHeHHO, HECOMHEHHO cracyT, HO KTo? U korma? BoT 3TOro-to HUKaK Hesb3sl
TIOHSTb.

Trpax-Ta-Tax! bax!..

Kak 6ynro ¢ Hasieta BO3IyIIHBII MOJOTOK BOMBAET IBO3H U NIaJa€T BHU3, OCTABIISIS HA TIOTOJIKE
Y Ha CTeHaxX MaJieHbKHe, ryOokue apipku. OHU, BEpHO, ellle Terble, eClIU MOTPOraTh uX.

— JlocaJHo TO... — HaYMHaeT bapoH.

OH XJIeT, HO ero He CIpPAIIUBAIOT, YTO 10caaHO. Te TBOoe OTCKaKMBAIOT, MpsJYach 3a MOJOKOH-
HUKaMH, ¥, Tperela oT Bo30y:KAeHUs, CTPENISIOT BHU3. [T1yxue, cMsITeHHbIe 3ByKH BHIPHIBAIOTCS U3
ropna. «bax! bax!» JIo/mkHO ObITh, IPUIILIN €1IIe COJAATHI.

A trie ke Te, xuBIIMe 31ech? KOMHATBI IyCThI, U OT 3TOTO €Ille OrpoMHee, ele ckyuynee. Kak
Bapon He 3amertiit yxona kBaptupantoB? CtpanHo! Korga npubeskanu oHu Tpoe, ¢ OesbIMHU, riepe-
KOIIIEHHBIMHU JIMLIAMH, — O)KUBJIEHHBIN IIIyM CMOJIK, KTO-TO 3aIlIaKaJl TOPbKO, HAB3PHII, ¥ BAPYT CTAJIO
nycto. [ToToM XJIOMHYJN ABEpH, YIAJIO YTO-TO M — TUIIMHA. BOT CTakaH ¢ HEIOMUTHIM JKEJITHIM YaeM.
Ceituac npuayT, paccTpensior. .. Kak gocaaHo, 4Tto...

— 51 He Mory cTpenATh, — BeIyX AoKaHuMBaeT bapoH Havyatyio ¢pasy.

Crpensith — 3T0 3HAYUT yOMBaTh TeX, KTO TaM, BHU3Y, IJie COJHIIE U Terutblii Betep. Ho Benp
U €r0 MOTYT paHUTb, YOUTb, U OMATh OH PACTSHETCS TYT, IPOXkKa OT KTydeld, HapacTalommel OOH.
3HauuT, 3a4eM CTPeJISTh?

UYenyxa j1e3eT B TOJIOBY. A €CJI IPUTBOPUTHCSI MEPTBBIM U, KOTIa BOPBYTCSI COJIIATHI, 3aTAUTh
npIxanuve?

Jletckasi, HaMBHasI paloCTh MbSIHUT rosioBy bapoHa. Bot oHo criacenue, uyno!.. Ero Bo3sMyT,
OpocsT Ha (yproH, oTBe3yT B MaHek. Ho Bellb ero cxBaTaT 3a pazgpoOiieHHylo pyKy. Pa3Be oH He
3aKPUYHUT, KaK CyMaCHIe/ NI, JAIOIIUM, CTPAIIIHBIM IoJ10coM?

— a, gept nodepw, na! Bee paBHo. ..

CnabocTb ¥ TymaH, 1 kap. YeM-To KoloTAT B rojioBy: byx! Byx!..
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— Toapuiu! — rosoput Cypok TOHKMM, OceKaroummMes rogocoM. — Yac cmepru Hacrad!

Bapon ¢ ycunem otkpbiBaeT miaza. Cypok ITpHUCeN Ha KOPTOYKM M CMOTPUT Ha IOHOIY, ITyT-
JIMBO YNIbIOasich COOCTBEHHBIM HEBEPOSTHBIM CIIOBAM.

— A-a... —roopur bapon. — [la-a. ..

— Hacran, — ctporo noBropsier Cypok U, IpOIJIOTUB YTO-TO, J0OaBIsieT Bnoirosioca: — Iymka.

— Ara! — cpasy cTpaniHo Bo30y:K/1asiCh 1 LIeTIeHesI, HSICTOBBIM, HE TO BECEJIBIM, HE TO MOJISIIIAM
rojiocoM noaxsareiBaet bapon. — Ara! Bor...

HenpusaTHbIiA, KJIOKOUYMMI KpUK 3armymaer ero ronoc. Cypok yAuBIEHHO 00OpauMBaeTCs
HEPBHBIM, KOPOTKMM JBUKEHUEM Kopiyca. Bipouem, 3to Mucrep 3anen «Mapcenbesy». BepostHo,
OH HMKOIZA He IIeJI, IOTOMY YTO ceryac CTpaHo (anpmuBuT. OH yBUAEN! NYLIKY U 3amel. A 1o
BpEMEHaM, OCTaHABJINBAsICh, KPUUMT:

— O, xpabpensl! it, BbI! Mos rpyns — Bot! I'pyns mos!..

benas Bonocaras rpyab. bapon mopumrcs. 3adyem kpuuars? Tak TAkeno, ragxo.

— Ilepecranbte, mpoury Bac! [loxanyiicral..

I'my6okast, ceemias tummHa. [latasce, mogxonutr Mucrep. OH NOTpsiceH, U3yMJIeH. 3HAUMT,
BCE KOHUYEHO?

— Bce koHueHo, — ropoput Cypok. — 3aueM Bbl IL1avere?

— Kak? — nopaxaercs bapon. — 4 miauy? Yypak!..
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KocnyBmmch mekn 310poBoii pykoid, bapoH yoexkaaercsi, OqHaKo, 4To OHa MOKpa oT cies. U
HAYMHAET KaJIOCTHO THXO PbIAaTh, B3BU3IMBAs, KaK OPOIIEHHBIN HIEHOK.

['my6okasi, HecTeprnmmas XKaJoCTh K cebe CoTpsicaeT Teso. A criaceHue, a Ku3Hb, MOJTHas Kpa-
cuBbIX ciaydaitHocteit? [ymika. Beap 310 ke cMelHoe c1oBo. UTo-To Kypry3oe, ¢ MeJIKUMH CTapUH-
HBIMU YKpaleHussMu. MeHbIi HeMOBOPOTIIMBBIN UypOaH, Mo3eeHeBIIMIA 4ypOaH.

TOCKJIMBBI I'POXOT BHM3Y, TaM, 32 OKHOM. IllenKkHy M, nepecTynus, KOIbITa. A OHU CUAAT
31€Ch, TPOE, MPHKABLINCH K CTeHe. becrone3Has crpesbda KOHUEeHa.

— YcranaBnuBaioT opynue, — ropoput Mucrep. — Tenepb aepxuch!

Opynue — 1a, 3T0 He nyuika, npasja. iMHHOe, Onecrsiiee, OTIOIMPOBAHHOE, C KPYIJIbIM
otBepcTHeM. [JanbHoOOiHAs MalHa. bapoH MogHMMAaeT roJoBy.

— Ortuero g pomxeH ymepers? A! Oruero?..

— OrToro, 4To BBl XHBIUETE! — 37100HO0 0OpBIBaeT Mucrep. — A? A ordero Bbl XHbluete? A?
Ortuero?..

BapoH B31iparuBaer u 3atuxaert, BexJmneiBasi. Eiie ects Bpems. Momnuats crpatHo. Hazo roso-
pUTh, TOBOPUTH MHOTO, XOPOIIO, IIPOHUKHOBEHHO. Pacckasarh MM CBOIO JKHM3Hb, CKYIHYIO, OETHYIO
KU3HBb, 03 II0OBH, O6e3 1acku. Pa3BepHyTh ONYCTOIIEHHYIO IYII1Y, 3arIAHYTh TyJa CAMOMY U MOHSATb,
KaK BCE 3TO BbILLIO.

PeBomorust — kakoe Morydee cinoBo! KoHeuHo, OH B3sICs 32 Hee HE TIOTOMY, YTOObI BEpPHIT
B ClIacUTENIBbHOCTh pecnyOnukaHckoro crpos. Her! Jlioqu Besne ckotel. Ho Beib B Hell Tak MHOTO
KU3HHM, ABWKEHUS, mogbeMa. O cMepTH, pasymeeTcs, He ObUIO U MBICIIN; HAIIPOTUB, MBICIIH BCe ObLIN
Becesible, TIOJIHBIE JKU3HU, ClaJKue, mosTndeckue Muiciu. Kak Bce aTo 3amyTano, crnoxHo! Ecim 6b1
OH HE XOTeJI JKUTh, HE TOMUJICA MO SIPKOM, UHTEPECHOW, CJIOKHOM KM3HHU, pa3Be ciesajics Obl OH
pesomoronepom? [a Her ke, Het!.. VI Kak cnenarb, 4ToObl KUTh, HE yMUpas, Bceraa?

Cypoxk BcTasi, oJoIesN K OKHY, BBIIISIHYJI B HETO U ITpUcelT, o4ty ynai. Cenvac Bce KOHUUTCS.
IIpssMO Ha HEro CHU3Y YCTaBUJIMCh HEMMIAIOLIMM, CJIETIBIM B3IJISAOM YepHble ayna. [Tokaza nasb-
LIeM M CKa3aJl YTo-To congary congar. Ho Beip TaMm, Jajbliie, 32 MOpPEM Pa3HOLIBETHBIX KpBIL, I/e
KJIIyOMTCSI JOPOXKHASI TbLTb, CTOUT MaJICHbKMI OJIbIi JIOMHK, BbETCSI TUTION; Y OKHA CU/IUT JKEHIIHA
U IEPKUT HA KOJIEHSIX MYXJIEHbKYIO 3a0aBHUILY. 3HAUUT, COBEPILIEHHO HEMOIPAaBUMO?

Konueno! O, kak Tsxkeno, cMepTesbHO Tskesno TaM, BHyTpu! Hy, Bce paBHO!

Ha crorne, cpeny mocypl U raser, JIeKUT HEHYKHBIH, OCTHIBIIMI KapabuH. [TarpoHoB HeT. [la
3apaBcTBYeT Becesioe 6e3ymue! [la 3npaBcTByer poguHal

JIoKHO OBITh, MOC/IEIHUE CJIOBA OH BBIKPUKHYJI, IOTOMY 4TO UX HOBTOPHJI MucCTep OoTYeTIu-
BBIM, 3BOHKMM KPHKOM. A €CJIM OT/aTh POIMHY, OTAATh BCE 32 MaJIeHbKUI OeJblil JOMUK ?

— Cnymaiite! Cnymiaiite! — HarpsiraeT c1adblil ronoc bapos, Jpoxa oT 6ecCrUIbHOM KaJloCTH
u Tocku. — ToBapumm!..

— Bynem 6eccrpatinsl, — ropoput Cypok. — Mucrep! Mbl yMpeM, Kak 4ecTHbIe IpaxjaHe!..

— KoneuHo, — menuer Mucrep. — Pyky!..

OHU XMYT ApYT Ipyry XOJNOAHBIE, ChIPbIe PyKH, OSIIeHO CAaBIuBasi nayiblbl. [1a3a ux Berpe-
yatorcs. Kaxapiii nonumaet apyroro. Ho Bejb HUKTO He y3HaeT HU MbIciiell MX, HU Tocku. [1paBnia He
MOMOKET, a MaJIecHbKHUI, HEBUHHBII OOMaH — KOMY OT Hero Ijioxo? A cMepThb, OT KOTOpOU He yBep-
HEIIIbCSI, CKPACUTCS XPUILTBIM, OTYasTHHBIM KPUKOM, XBaJIOl CBOOOTIE.

— Jla 3apaBcTBYeT poauHa!..

— O, OHM HalAYT TOJIBKO HAILM TPYIIbl, — TOBOPUT Muctep, — HO Mbl He ympem! B yme u cepaue
IpAAYLIMX MOKOJIEHWH Hare Oyayinee!

brnennasi, TOCKJIMBasH y/IbIOKa UCKaXaeT ero Juio. Tak Korma-To HAUMHAIUCH €T0 CTaThH, WITH
npuoIM3KTEIBbHO Tak. Bee paBHO.
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A. T'pun. «Tperuii aTax»

Bapon noapimaetcs Ha jokTe. TOpKECTBEHHBIN, CTPALIHbII MUT — CMEPTb, U 3TH JABa INIyINLA
XOTAIT YBEpUTDb cedsl, UTO CMEPTh UX KOMY-TO HyxkHa? W BOT ceifuac ke, cefiuac OTpaBUTh UX TOp-
KECTBEHHOE Oe3yMHe HEJITIOCThIO CBOSH KHU3HU, HEHYKHOWU caMOMy ceOe MOJTUTHKHU U OTYASTHHBIM,
KHUBOTHBIM cTpaxoM! Kak Oynro onu He 60sTcsa! He xotar kuth?! JIryHsI, Tpychl!..

MrHoBeHue 3710pafHOro KojieOaHus1, ¥ BAPYT UCTHHA AYIIH YeIOBEYECKOH, OCTpasi, KaK JIe3BUe
OpUTBBI, TPOHM3BIBAET MO3T bapoHna:

Ha... s yero KUnsATuTHCs? Pazpe eMy 310 momoxeT?

Ha ynuiie muisIByT IIOpOXH, TONA3AI0T JaJIeKue ronoca. BoT-BOT. .. MOXeT ObITh, yke 1ensT. Bee
paBHO!

Tpycbl OHM WK HeT, KTo 3HaeT? ’Ku3Hb X eMy HEM3BECTHA. A CJIOBA UX — KPACUBBIE, CTAJIbHbIE
IIUTHI, KOTOPBIX HE MPOOUTH UCTEPUUYECKUM KPUKOM U HE T0OpaThCs A0 CepaAla. 3aMHpaeT OHO OT
CTpaxa WM CTYYUT POBHO, He Bce Ji paBHO? ECTh MIUTHI, JIerkue, 3BOHKUE MIUTHI, TYCTh!

W on ymper Bce paBHO, ceiiyac. A eci, ymHupasi, KpUKHET Te e CJIOBA, YTO OHU, KTO y3HaeT
MbICH ero, bapona, ero otuasinue, crpax v Tocky? Hukro! On mnakan? Ila! Ho muakan mpocto ot
60mm.

— Ja 3npaBctByetr ponuHa! [la 3apaBcTByeT cBOOOAA!

Tpu ronoca caunuck BMecte. M 1y, rnojHble aroHWeil CMEpTH, B TOCKE O )KU3HU U CYACThE
CYAOPOXHO 3a0UJIMCh, CKOBAHHBIE KOPOTKUMH, XPUTUIBIMHU CIIOBAMH.

A Ha ynuue OIpOKHUHYJICS OTPOMHBII KeJIE30M HarpyKeHHbI BO3, IPOMbIXHYJIM, COIPOTrHYB-
IIKCh, CTEHBI, ¥ JILIMHBIE, YPOIUIMBBIE OpEIn, BMeCTe ¢ Ty4aMy KUPIUYEH U MBLUTH, 3a3UsJIN B TIPO-
CTEHKaX TPETbEro sTaxka.
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